A new species of the genus Munida Leach, 1819 from the western Indian Ocean island of Mauritius is described and illustrated. The new species, M. barbeti, is closely related to M. gordoae
INTRODUCTION
Specimens of a galatheid crab recently obtained from Mauritius were identi ed as a new species belonging to the genus Munida Leach, 1819. The present note serves to describe and illustrate this new species, M. barbeti, and to discuss its af nities.
The specimens are deposited in the South African Museum (SAM), Cape Town. Description. -Carapace longer than wide. Transverse ridges minutely granulate, densely set with short setae. Pair of long setae posteriorly to median pair of epigastric spines; 3 pairs of long setae laterally on posterior margin of cervical groove; one pair medially on anterior cardiac region. Four pairs of epigastric spines, largest pair just behind supraocular spines. Parahepatic spine followed by epibranchial spine. Spine on posterior margin of cervical groove in line with anterolateral, parahepatic spines.
Frontal margin strongly oblique, minutely granulate. Lateral margins slightly convex. First anterolateral spine short, second spine somewhat stouter, situated
